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2s Lords, 


| 1] nor wed tobegin is highas Hem ih tfe#ro ch. 


hathbeene drawne downe from thence by the iBiſhop of 
Lincolze coneerning, this queſtion ; for thay which 1SPEr> 


Miniſters of the Goſpell,what was before) (-being of wed + 
nature) can give no rule tochis. The queſtion tha will lye be-. 

fore your Lordihips in paſſing of this bill, is nor wherher Epifs ' 
'copacie (I meane this Hierarchicall Epiſcopacie which bed 
world now holds forth to us Non ſhall be taken away root 
branch, bur whether theſe exubetant and ſuperfluous branch 


right arid ad prop n/a fr ww 107 me ng babar bes 
cut off,as to,pluck up-ſackers fromthe roor, The 
ſtion will be no more bur = whether Biſhops ſhall be £3 


ced to what they were in theirfirſt advancement overibe-PriofſÞ 


remedy of Schiſme, yet were:they in thoſe rimes leaſt offens, 


ſuch things, as 
owne ambition, add the i ignorance uperſtition of ys 
ding tires did adde hereunto, w_ which are gow contin 
for ſevErall PolicicKehds: thin pd. incon 
with their calling and funCtion , - they are Miniſters, of 
Goſpell,and thereupon ſuch as'ever diowEdit, andever will be 
hurtfull ro temſeres, and make them hurtfall to others 1 in thu» 
L dy 
"their ſachs phy Mracesd 


Hen ares 6, 
alone this Bill rakes way, that is, 


(3) 
afficeain<ivill affaires ; I ſhall in6t updt this to ſhew inſt how 
aheſc things kurt themſelves 3. and. ſecondly, how they have 
Fry nt make thera hurtfulleo others; They thens- 
malate confieacer by fekingeradmindeg gat 
nds;lnthew confciences Ing or admitting things weh 
are inconſiſtent with that fun&ion-and office which Godhath 
ſerthemapart unto. They ars ſeparaced umoa lpeciall work, 
& men mult cake heed how they miſ-imploy things dedicated 
and fer aparc to-the ſervice of God ; they ate called to preagh 
the Golpell and (er apart to the work of the Miniſtery, and the 
{Apoſtle fauh, who is ſufficient for theſe things, ſhewing thar 
this requirech the whole man, and all is roo lile, therctore for 
them to ſeek, or rake other offices which ſhall require and tic 
them £0 imploy their times and/ftudies in the affaircs ofthis 
werld, will draw «geil upon them; as being inconſiſtent with 
that which God doth call chem and ferthem apart unto. In this 
-reſpect our Saviour hath-expreſly prohibited ir, telling his Ape- 
tles,that they fhonld not Lord it over their Brethnen,. =or:exerciſe 
-Tnrijaidtton ever thems,as Was uſcdin civil governazents an | 
_ Heathen: They were called gracious Lords,and exerciſed Ju- 
. -rifdiction as Lords over others, and ſurethey might lawfully 
doe {o :-but to the-Miniſters of the Goſpell our Savivur gives 
this:Rule, It ſhall nor be ſo done by you ; If yee ſtrive for greatneſſe, 
be ſhall be the greateſt;that is the greateſt ſervant to the reſt; there- 
fore in another place he ſaich;He that pmetrrh his hand to the plow = 
aud lookerh back; to the things of this World, 1s not fit for. the: King- 
_— God, that is,the preaching of the Goſpell, as ir is uſual- 
ly called. To be thus withdrawne by intangling themſelves 
-with the affaires ofthis life,” by the neceſſicie and dutieof an 
Otkce received from men, from the diſcharge of that office 
which Cred hath called them unto, brings a woe upon chem ; 
-#ee anto me, ſainh the Apoſtle, if 7 preach not rhe Goſpel, what 
.dothhe meanc © If a preach not once a quarter,or once a'yeare 
-ip the Kings Chappell ?. No, he himfelfe iricerprereth it;Preach 
the Word, be inftant in ſeaſon and ont of ſeaſon,rebuke, exhort,or in- 
:firmit;with all long (affering and deoftrine : He that hath an office, 
-muſtattend upon his office, eſpecially this of the Miniftery : 
 pratiiſe ofthe Apoſtles is anſwerableto the direttion, and do- 
I A2 | 
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-Aridsdfour Saviour, There never was,nor will be, menof ſo 
-grear abilities and gifts as they were/indued withall, yer they 
- thought ir inconliftem'vvirh cheir.Calling co take places o&Ju- 
: dicarure in civiltmiatrers upotr them;|that they vvouldnortad-. * 
nic of the diſtraftion thata buſineſſe farre more agreeable re 
their callings, then thoſe-would caſt upon them,” and they give . 
the reaſon of it inthe ſixth of the As, It is not reaſor that 

we ſhould leave the Word of God-and ſerve Tables, And #- 
ine, when they had appointed them'to . chufe men fit for their 
EaGnalle,they infticure an office racher for. taking care of*the 
poore;then they by it would be diſtracted from the-principall 
worke of their calling; But we (ſays they )vvill give our ſelves 
- continually ro Prayer, and to the Miriſtery of the Word, Did 
- the Apoſtles thinke it unreaſonable for them to' bee hindered 
fram giving themſelves continually te 'preaching the Word, 
and Prayer, by taking care for the Tables of the poore Wi- 
- dowes,and can the Biſhops now thinke it reaſonable for them 
- co contend for making politick Lawes?If they ſhall be choughr 
Acto fir in ſuch places, chey muſt be knowing men-in buſineſſe 
of State;and thereby both their time and ſtudie muſt be neceſſa. 
rily diverted:from. that vvhich God hath called chem unto 
And this fure is much more unlawfull for them to admir of, 
. then that vyhich the Apoſtles reje&ted as a diftrationrunreaſo- 
.nable for them to be interrupted by,. The doftrine of the Apo- 
ftles is agreeable to their-praftice herein, for Pax! vyhen hee 
-inſtruteth Timothy for the vvorke of the Meniſtery, preſſeth 
this argument from the example of a good Souldier, no man 
thar vvarreth intangleth himſelf yviththe affaires of the world: 
I conclude, That which by the” commandement of our Savi- 
our, is prohibited ro the Miniſters of the: Goſpel, and ſhewed 
to be ſuch a diftrattion unto them from their Callings and fun- 
Rions,as will bring a woe upon them, and is not reaſonable for 
them to admir of; if they ſhall norwithſtandiug intangle them- 
ſelves withall, and-enter into, it vvill bring a guilt upon their 

foules, and hurt them in reſpe& of their conſciences. 
In the next place ir doth blemiſh them, -and ſtrike them: in 
their crediy,ſo farre from truth is that poſition which they de- 
fire ropoſleſſathe world. withall, that unleſſe they may have 


theſe 


— 


. oe = 
agronren Tana das Apoory ne mY 
ftiry,zhar Calling wilk grow. into cantempty,; and. bee:deſpi 

The truth isccbele things/cafbconceripempen abemin the eyes 
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0 of mori, They gaine them gapiand:caurtelie, bunthey have:calt 


Khan 0u3 ob the conſcieaces of men,abd.che reafom'is this, eve. 
ry thing is eſteemed as ic is eminent in its 'own proper excel. 
lencie;the'cyeinſceing,and not inhearing; the eare in hearing, 
nor in ſpeaking;: The one. would be rather monſtrous then 
:comely, the:other is eyer acceptable -being proper;ſo-it is with 
them, their proper-excellency 18 ſpiritually the tenyal} of the 
world with the pomp and prefermenss thereof, this they ſhould 
reach and practiſe, bus when they contrary hereuncs ſeeke after 
a worldly excellency,like the great men of the world, and tv 
rule and domineer as they dye contrary. to-.our Saviourg pre- 
cept Vos autem 101 ſic,busiit ſhall nor beſ0 among(t you; inſtead 
of honour and eſteem, they have brought upon themſelyes in 
the hearts ofthe people that contempt and: odizm which they 
now lie under, and that juſtly and neceſſarily, becauſe the world 
ſeerh that they prefer a worldly excellency, and run after it,and 
contend for ir,before their owne;; which being ſpiricuall is farre 
more excellenr,and which being proper to the Miniſtry, is that 
alone which will put a value and eſteeme upon them thar are 
of that Calling. As theſe things bure themſelves in their conſci- 
ences and credit ſo haye they, and, if they bee continued (ill 
will make them hurrfull co, others ; The reaſon.is, becauſe they 
breake our of their owne orbe,and more irregularly ; there is a 
curſe upon their living of their owne place. The heavenly bo- 
dies while they keepe within their own ſpheres give light and 


' 60mfortto the world, Bur,if they would breake our, and fall 


from their regular and proper, motions, they would ſer the 
world onfire;ſo have theſe done while they keptthemſelves to. 
the worke of their-Miniſtery alone, and gave themſelves to 
Prayer,and Miniſtery of the Word, according to the example 
of the Apoſtles, the world received the greateſt benefits by 
chem,they werethe lighr,and life thereof. Bur whenxtheir ambir 
tion caſt them down like ſtars from heaven to earth, and they 
did grow once to be advanced above their brethren, I doe:ap- 
peale to all who have been verſed.in the.ancient Ecclefiafticall 

A3 Kories 


Hories,or moderne Hiſtories, whether they have norbeenthe 
common incendiaries of rhe Claiftian world, never-ceaſing 
their 


2 ang therwins 

bloody warres, Their ambition, and medling with ſecular af. 
fairs and Stare bulinſſe, hath been the cauſe of ſhedding more 
Chriſtian blood than any thing 6lſe- inthe Chriſtian world; and 
this no many can deny thacis'verſed in Hiſtory'; Bur we need 
not goe out of our own! Kingdomefor example of ' their iſo. 
" lency anderueky ; when they had a dependancy upon the 
Pope, and any footing thereby out of the Land, there were ne- 
ver any that cartied themſelves withſo much ſcorn and inſs- 
lency towards thet Princes of this Kingdome, as they have 
done. Two'of them the Biſhop that laſt ſpake harh named, bur 
inſtances of many more may be given; whereof there would be 
no end. Although rhe Pope be caſt off, yet now thore is another 
inconveniencie no lefle prejudiciallco the Kingdeme by their 
fitcing in chis houſe, and char is, they-have ſuch an abſolure de. 
pendency upon the King,that theyfit not here as freemen. Thar 
which is requifite ro freedome, is to be void of hope and feare; 
He thar can lay:downe theſe is a freeman, and will be ſo in this 
houſe ; But for the —_—_ as the caſe ſtands with them, ir is 
not likely they-will lay afide their hopes; greater biſhoprickes 
being ſtill in expeRancy, and for their feares they cannor lay 
them downe, fince their places and ſeats' in Parliament are nor 
" inveſted inthem by blood, and ſolereditary, but by annexation 
of a Barony to. their office, and penting upon that office,ſo 
that they may bee deprived of their office , and thereby of 
their places at the Kings pleaſure , they doe 'not ſo- much as 
fit here dw bene ſe geſſerim,as the Judges now by your Lord. 
ſhips perition to the King have rheir places granted, bur at will 
and pleaſure, and therefore as they were all excluded- by Ed- 
Ward the firſt as long as he pleaſed, and Lawes made exeluſo 
Clero,fomay they be by any King-it: like manner, they'muſt - 
needs therefore be in abſolute dependencie upon the Crown, 
and thereby at devotion for theirVores, which how prejudiciall 
ithath been;and will be,to this houſe, I need nor fay, 


Thave 
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LFhave ner ſhewed ybur Lordſhips how hurrfull to to themſelves 
and ochers theſe things which the Bill would take away have 


been, I will only anſwer ſome Q neGions which There wes 
wichall,and then crave your pardon wouhling yoo p long, , 


ObjeR. I. /t will be ſeidtha they "ee been "607 ancient. 
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3. For priviledge of the Houſe it candgmpy 
ther eſtate may propoſe to other by Way of Bill Whar they conceive to 
be for publike good, and they have power me beltively of accepting,or 
refuſing. | 


There are two other- Cn eons which may ſoem 1 ro have 
more force, bur they wa Þ:&ory anſwers, 


The one 15,that if they may remove Biſhops,they.may-as Well ext 
tome remove Barons and Earles : for Pip, 


The Reaſon is not the ſame;,the one ſiting by an Honor in- 
veſted. 
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